World Standards Day 2026 theme & key messages

Why SDG 7?

SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy is a foundational goal that underpins progress across the entire 2030 Agenda.
Access to reliable, sustainable energy is not only a development objective in itself; it is a critical enabler of
economic growth, healthcare, education, climate action and digital transformation.

Affordable and clean energy is also a prerequisite for universal connectivity and the effective deployment of digital
technologies. Without reliable energy systems, digital infrastructure and communication networks cannot be
deployed or sustained, particularly in underserved and remote communities. In this sense, SDG 7 is closely
interconnected with efforts to build inclusive, connected, and resilient societies.

The role of international standards

Achieving SDG 7 at scale requires more than policy ambition or technological innovation alone. It depends on robust,
internationally agreed standards that ensure energy systems and related digital infrastructures are safe, reliable,
interoperable, and efficient.

International standards support the entire energy value chain - from generation and transmission to distribution,
use, and integration with digital and communication systems.

Why this theme matters now

The global energy transition is accelerating, but progress remains uneven. Many countries face challenges related to
system integration, grid stability, affordability and access, particularly in emerging and developing economies. At the
same time, electrification, digitalization, and growing connectivity demands are increasing the complexity and
interdependence of energy and communication systems.
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Key messages

1.Reliable energy enables progress

Access to reliable, clean energy is a critical enabler of economic growth, healthcare, education, and digital
transformation. Without energy, progress across the Sustainable Development Goals is not possible.

2. Standards connect the energy and digital sectors

International standards and conformity assessment support the entire energy value chain - from generation and

transmission to distribution and use - while enabling integration with digital and communication systems.

3. Standards enable inclusive and resilient societies

By supporting reliable energy systems and digital infrastructure, standards help build inclusive, connected and

resilient societies, ensuring that communities everywhere can benefit from clean energy and digital opportunities.

4. Collaboration turns ambition into impact

Through global collaboration across governments, industry and the standards community, international standards

help turn the ambition of SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy into practical, scalable solutions worldwide.


http://www.worldstandardsday.org/
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